88                 Chancellor of the German Reich
the Left, and consequently was in opposition to the party
leaders. This did not stop him, for he is true to type,
from later standing as Zentrum candidate for the Prussian
Diet, where he finally got a seat as a completely unknown
deputy.
But since he found no adequate recognition in the
Zentrum Party, and since he was seeking a platform for
self-glorification, soon after the war, to relieve his boredom
he joined the c Herrenklub * with its eccentrically run journal
Der Ring.
The 'Herrenktub*
As early as 1919 Adolf Hitler had felt an urge to bring
about a revival of German power by way of a national
awakening: a number of Junkers and conservatives from
east of the Elbe had, after like deliberation, attempted the
revival of Germany in a semi-mystical fashion.
In June 1919 a 'Juniklub 1919' had been formed by
Heinrich, Freiherr von der Gleichen, and Dr. Werner
Schotte. It was the work and ultimate aim of this club to
unite a number of conservative politicians, great landowners,
industrialists and aristocrats in a super-party community,
with the object of influencing policy and parties and assisting
the old principles of conservatism to prevail over the modern
tendencies of liberalism and socialism.
Parallel with this ' Juniklub 1919 ', out of which arose
five years later the c Herrenklub', Heinrich, Freiherr von
der Gleichen, endeavoured to create a mystical union which
he called c Der Ring'. This Ring was supposed to have
a kind of magic influence over it members. Whoever was
included in the fi Ring * had to consecrate blood and
possessions, money and activity to somewhat nebulous ends.
The c Ring' and its members was governed by its own secret
code of laws, employing black and white balls. Alliances
and conspiracies were hatched and everything was tricked
out with cheap mysticism and eccentric symbols.
This was the thing for Franz von Papen, intrigue in the
guise of mysticism. He was not only one of the founders